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Rohert J. Farley, 86, former 
dean of Ole Miss law school 
From Staff aud Wire Reports 
OXFORD - Robert J. Farley, 86, of 
Oxford, former dean of the University 
of Mississippi law school, died Friday 
night at Oxford-Lafayette County Hos-
pital following a brief illness. 
Mr. Farley served as law school dean 
from 1945 to 1963 and was a nationally 
recognized legal scholar. 
Services for Mr. Farley are 2 p.m. t~ 
day at Waller Funeral Home in Oxford 
with the Rev. Duncan Gray III officiat-
ing. Burial will be in Oxford Memorial 
Cemetery. 
His contributions to the law school 
were recognized in 1979, when the for-
mer law school building, which now 
houses the journalism department, was 
named Farley Hall in his honor. 
Mi. Farley supervised the school's 
post-World War II growth and during 
his tenure the building named for him 
more than doubled in size to accomm~ 
date the increased student body, facul-
ty and library. 
A nationally recognized authority on 
torts, Mr. Farley was a member of the 
executive committee of the Association 
of American Law Schools, and a nomi-
nee for president of that group, and Uni-
form Laws Commissioner of the 
American Bar Association. In 1955-56, 
he was president of the Mississippi 
State Barand served on the American 
Bar Association's board of directors. 
Before ea~ing his bachelor of law 
degree in 1925, he was elected mayor of 
Oxford at the age of 23, the youngest 
man in the country to have attained 
such an office at the time. 
He is 'survived 'by his wife, Alice 
Lockhard Farley of Oxford. 
Family members requisted that any 
memorial gifts be given to the Farley 
Endowment Fund to benefit the law' 
schooL 
